318                To Miss Mary Berry              [1790

But you are all safe, and I shall not have another panic
till you are returning, which I hope will not be through
European Abyssinia, that land of hyenas I Pray burn all
my letters; I trembled when they were ransacking your
trunks, lest they should meet with any of them ; for though
I was very cautious while you were in France, I was afraid
that my eagerness to learn your arrival at Turin might be
misinterpreted, though meaning nothing but impatience to
know you out of Prance, into which I hope you will never
set your feet more, but return home through Switzerland and
Flanders, which I conclude will be resettled shortly. At
any rate, I insist on your burning this, that you may not
forget it and have it in your trunk. I was the more alarmed,
as I have lately heard that Lord Bruce1 and Mr. Locke2,
whom Miss Agnes has rivalled, riding out in Languedoc,
escorted by two national guards, and the former spitting,
the wind carried the spittle on one of those heroes, on
which they seized our countrymen and imprisoned them all
night in a sentry-box, for imprisonment is the characteristic
of liberty, and when all men are equal, accidents are
punished as only crimes used to be; which makes it deli-
cious to live in a state of nature! I am so relieved by your
letter that I do not believe I shall be uneasy about you
again this month. About Miss Agnes, yes, unless I hear
she is as well as if every day was a Chambery-day. By
the way, you affront my dear city by calling it a dirty place.
So far from that, it is smug, beautiful, sublimtbus dtta
cdumnisj and deserves to be the metropolis of Europe.

You must have been charmed at the ComMie. I was,
though not there, and prefer Mile, (what is her name ?) to
the SainvaJ. In short, I am so content that I shall not

1 Charles Brudenell Bruce, Lord        2WilliamI*oc3ra the younger (1767-

Brace, eldest son. of first Earl of     1847), of Horbury, near Miokleham
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